
Inspired from the tradition of dialogues as a way of comprehending 
and experiencing reality, the Bodh Gaya dialogues represent a quest 
for perspectives and processes of sustainable development that are 
inclusive and ecologically sustainable. This is with the aim to bring to-
gether the various stake-holders, to engage on myriad thoughts and 
ideas pertaining to sustainable development, heritage and enlighten-
ment with relation to the region of Bodh Gaya in particular and the 
world in general.

The venue of the Dialogues is Bodh Gaya, a World Heritage Site that 
has been at the centre of ‘enlightenment’ for centuries and is a des-
tination for over a million tourists, pilgrims and knowledge-seekers 
each year from across the world in their quest for knowledge.

9-12 March 2018
World Heritage Site 
Bodh Gaya
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Thematic Sessions
I.  UnderSTandInG MUlTIple BUddHISM(S):   
 experIenceS and pracTIceS

Historical contexts for the emergence, growth and decline 
of Buddhism in India
Reinvention of Buddhism in India
Mapping Transnational Diverse Buddhism(s)

II.  coMpaSSIon and enGaGeMenT WITH   
 endeMIc SUfferInG

Ambedkar’s Navayana Buddhism, Dalit Identity and 
Social Transformation
Engagement with Societal Vulnerabilities
Marginal Communities and the Quest for Dignity and Equality

III. SpIrITUalISM, BUddHISM and     
 enlIGHTenMenT

IV. explorInG TanGIBle and InTanGIBle   
 HerITaGe

Multiple Heritages of the Maha Bodhi Temple
Folk Cultural Traditions of the Bodh Gaya Region
Buddhist Cultural Traditions from Diverse Regions of the World
Archeology, Multi-cultural Sites, and the Bodh Gaya Region

V. pIlGrIMaGe To deSTInaTIon enlIGHTenMenT
Situating Experiences of National and Transnational Networks of 
Buddhist Pilgrimage
Tourism, Local Enterprises and Community Livelihoods

VI. SUSTaInaBle deVelopMenT and    
 SafeGUardInG MUlTIple HerITaGeS

State, Civil Society and the Heritage City Plan of Bodh Gaya
Safeguarding Intangible and Diverse Community Traditions and 
Cultural Heritage

VII. SUMMInG Up and dIrecTIon for THe fUTUre

SpecIal SeSSIon

SHared HISTorIeS and coMMon deSTIny: 
connecTInG BodH Gaya To SoUTH aSIa, 
SoUTH-eaST aSIa and eaST aSIa

cultural evening
The evening will be a reflection of the diverse cultures manifested via 
fusion of folk, sufi, bhakti, chant and rock band. In addition to that, it 
will unleash the cultural symphony of music and dance, with the aim of 
transcending the audience to a whole new realm. 

To know more in details about sponsorship, exhibition, children’s pro-
gramme and heritage tour, please refer to the flyers available in the 
docket. 

Mosaic of parallel events
Plenary Sessions
Panel Discussion
Book Launch
Children’s Programme
Film Show
Award Function
Cultural Evenings
Exhibition
Heritage Tour
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HeaD OffIce
205-IInd Floor
Indra Vihar, Delhi 110009                       
PHoNE/FAx +91-11-27654895 / 47601535
E-MAIL globaldialogues@deshkalindia.in

 ReGIOnal OffIce
Road No. 1, Shastri Nagar
Post Office  Rampur, Gaya
Bihar 823001 
PHoNE / FAx +91-631-2220539

WEB LINk www.deshkalindia.com

Deshkal Society aims to provide dignity, 
equity, and justice through improving 
access to quality elementary education, 
entitlements for habitats and heritage, 
secure livelihoods and dignified existence. 
Since 1995 it has been working towards this 
aim by bringing together  knowledge and 
practice in Bodh Gaya region in particular 
and at national level in general.

How to participate
The Dialogues offer both online and offline registration in the following 
categories:

General Participants
Delegates                         
Media                                 
Heritage Tour                           
Schools, Colleges and Universities 

To register yourself, please visit www.deshkalindia.com
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