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Context

A consultative workshop was organised by Deshkal Society in association with IGNCA for discussing
the multiple challenges in organising the proposed Bodh Gaya Global Dialogues on Sustainable De-
velopment, Heritage and Enlightenment to be held at the UNESCO World Heritage Site in Bodh Gaya
from March 9-12, 2018. By focusing on interconnections between Buddhism and Hinduism, and its
relevance to the local culture, the proposed dialogues have been conceived to foster processes for

sustainable heritage development engaging diverse stakeholders.

While the overall basis for organising such global congregation has been well accepted, the prime
objective of this well-attended consultation was to seek advice and inputs from potential supporters
and stakeholders towards actual conduct of the first of a series of multi-country dialogues and ex-
changes to build a constituency that brings fresh dimensions in capturing ‘enlightenment’ as the new

leitmotif for humane development. The consultation sought response to the following:

« How the broad framework of the Dialogue connects the philosophical underpinnings in the con-
tinuing quest for enlightenment? How will the Dialogue process unfold such moral linkages for

the well being of the humanity?

« How the philosophy of abandoning luxury (which Buddha practiced) can be viewed in the context
of sustainable development? How can life’s ordinariness be re-explored through Dialogue as a

guiding principle for moral action?

« Given the proposed quasi-academic nature of the Dialogue, what type of participants, and what
nature of contributions will help achieve the overall goal of the Dialogue? How can it be made rel-

evant to wide strata of society?

« How should the Dialogue be structured (and organised) to capture multiple voices and divergent
views in creating a synergy of collective exuberance and celebration? How can discussions and

deliberations lead to celebration (enlightenment by nature is celebratory?

« What roles and responsibilities can be assigned to perspective partner agencies? What will be the
organisational structure and sub-structure(s) to steer the process? What components will consti-

tute the Dialogue, and how many committees will shoulder their respective tasks?



Deliberations

The deliberations were rich and diverse. While a majority of speakers brought home the value of
teachings of Buddha in the present times when peace and compassion has been in short supply, rep-
resentatives of foreign embassies viz., Thailand, China, Sri Lanka, Mangolia and Mynamar lamented
lack of infrastructure and inadequate participation of local communities in tourism promotion. There
was a general consensus on the need to engage local youth for playing an important role in promot-
ing tangible and intangible heritage for the benefit of local population.

While the philosophical underpinnings of the proposed dialogues were well understood, question
on locating and defining ‘sustainable development’ to suit the context was highlighted. Should ‘en-
lightenment’ not be the precursor to peace and development? In a way, enlightenment in itself is a
celebration of human existence and progress. The task is to define the same in the context of the topic
of the dialogues. The scope of ‘sustainable development’ ought to be seen from the wider perspec-
tive, to bring on table aspect of spiritual culturalism such that the contours of human progress are

redefined to serve the communities.

Some of the participants drew attention to define the structure of the dialogues in the evolving con-
text, visualizing ‘dialogue’ as a tool to engage wider stakeholders to the path of enlightenment with
care and concern for local communities. There was general consensus in support of the proposed
Bodh Gaya Global Dialogues as a forum for building engagement for security, sustainable develop-
ment through enlightenment with abundance of concern for the suffering of the fellow human be-
ings. It is worth mentioning that the heritage site is in itself an epitome of peace and co-existence
of diverse faith groups, and a perfect site for this initiative. A dialogue at such a place should foster

justice for all since enlightenment in practical terms meant delivering justice for fellow human levels.

The enthusiastic support and cooperation from diverse participants representing academic institu-
tions, foreign missions, government ministries, and civil society raised hope for the success of dia-
logues with multiple implications within India and rest of the world.

Recommendations

The deliberations proposed following key recommendations to take the process forward:

1.  Arepresentative organising committee should be formed to include diverse stakeholders.

2 A coordination committee for preservation & conservation should be constituted at the site.
3 Sustainable Development should be redefined to capture the philosophical underpinnings..
4.  Thedialogues should promote people to people contact between nations.
5

Asian Unity Consciousness Centre should be created at Bodh Gaya.

Way Forward

In light of the discussions and deliberations, the consultation was informed that the Deshkal Society
will conduct similar consultation in Mumbai, Patna and Bodh Gaya to broad base participation, and
for securing partnership for mobilising resources and technical expertise for smooth conduct of the
event. In the weeks ahead, the participants will be apprised of progress on all fronts with specific

partnership avenues to be explored with them bilaterally.
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